70-min films were evaluated independently by five radioloqists.
The data obtained were compiled and the mode, mean, and range for the hind limb and neck absorption rates were analyzed. The neck site showed more rapid absorption than did the hind limb.
Further, the area of the urinary tract was serially radiographed in these animals to evaluate whether the urographic contrast agent would opacify the tract. No opacification of the kidneys was seen on serial films made up to 2h hr after injection.
INTRODUCTION
Since September 1977, the National Marine Fisheries Service (U.S. Department of Commerce) has been raising hatchlings of the Atlantic ridlev ( Lepidochelys kempi ) and loqqerhead (Caretta caretta ) (Witten et al., 1980) .
The opacification technique is a well-known and widely-used radiologic procedure in humans (Witten et al., 1980) as well as in some animal species such as the dog and cat (Gillette, 1977) .
It has been attempted in birds but has not been successful (Altman, 1978 (Gillette, 1977) .
Since the subcutaneous method of administration is a recognized safe alternative to intravenous injection, it was chosen for this study.
In a preliminary studv to opacify the kidneys in two Sodium diatrizoate is freely miscible with blood, absorbs x-rays in part of the diagnostic x-ray spectrum (due to its high atomic number) , and is therefore opaque (Blaufox and Freeman, 1978 Co., Cleveland, Oh.) . This is well below the LD50 in some chelonians shown by Cosgrove (Cosgrove, 1971) .
It is considerably less than that used in turtle reproductive studies by Gibbons and Green, (1979 (Fingle and Woodbury, 1975 
